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Minutes of the Meeting of 10th March 2026

	Councillors Present
	In attendance

	             Tony Eardley (TE) Chairman
	Clerk: Nicky Hill (NH)

	             Paul Finch (PF) Vice Chairman
	Members of the public: 0

	             Aly Shayle (AS) 
	

	             Grant Elliott (GE)
	

	             James Joyce (JJ)
	



	412/0326
	Welcome from the Chairman
Please note that the council meeting will be preceded by ‘Public Question Time’ 

No members of the public present.


	413/0326
	Apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Councilors Jill Smith & Paul McLain.


	414/0326
	Declaration of Interests.
TE declared an interest on minute 418/0326 as he lives on the Green.

	415/0326
	To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting 13th January and exchange of backed up/updated APC files USB.
No amendments were necessary, and the minutes were agreed and signed. The Chairman and the Clerk exchanged the APC updated USB’s.


	416/0326
	Matters arising /review of actions from the last meeting not on the agenda.
None

	417/0326
	Reports from invited speakers on relevant items.

GE invited Kay Lillington from Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association (GPFA).
The main focus of the meeting centred around a better understanding of maintenance and routine inspections of the play area and equipment.
Kay advised that regular routine inspections should be carried out and a 6monthly/annual operational inspection report actioned by a qualified person/company. The routine inspections can be organised through volunteer working party groups, whereby guidance inspection sheets are filled in and submitted to (the clerk) and records held for 21years. Kay can provide a template form and will laisse with GE to give guidance on how to set up.
GPFA run a yearly seminar May/June for anyone interested in how to do a detailed inspection report, discounted for members.

Councillor Jill Smith reported via email.
The Budget for 2026/27 mentioned in last month’s report has been agreed at Full
Council. Also agreed was the Council Tax increase by 5%, and the maintenance of
the allowances for single occupancy, etc., as before. TBC is still one of the lowest in
the Country.
The Counter Fraud Team that works across 6 councils in the area, including TBC,
has received national recognition for its outstanding leadership and innovative
approach within Local Government.
Responses are encouraged from individuals and Parish/Town Councils to comment
on the proposed Local Government Structures, Pros, Cons, and preferences. All the
information is on local Council Websites.


	418/0326
	Village green and track registration – update.
TE had noted the potential conflict of interest with this item as he lives on the Green. 
PF has a scheduled meeting with Land Registry and will report back at the next meeting.


	419/0326
	Speed Issues – update
No updates for this meeting and will be kept on agenda for 2026.


	420/0326
	Woodpeckers Lease - Update
Frustratingly, neither APC or Woodies have received any communication from respective solicitors, despite indications from both solicitors that the lease is almost ready to complete.
		

	421/0326
	Mobile coverage – update
TE reported that a questionnaire had been circulated, however, there had been very little response. No communications from Atlas to report. Agreed to remove as agenda item.


	422/0326
	Play Area Inspection
GE discussed the options for play area inspections moving forwards and relayed the advice from GPFA that Operational Inspections are recommended to be carried out every 6 months/annually and in conjunction with the routine Inspections. It was agreed that APC will have 6 monthly operational inspection and an annual safety inspection. GE will look into recommended companies and obtain prices.
It was suggested that the Annual Parish Meeting in April would be a good place to start to ask for volunteer working parties. 

	423/0326
	Cricket Nets
The Woodies are in a position to install the nets and suggested APC take ownership.
APC are of the understanding that the Cricket Club were to take full responsibility and ownership of the nets and this was agreed and previously minuted 340/0725.
The funds are by way of a donation and APC are unable to take ownership for quite a few reasons, but mainly down to our audit transparency. The funds (3k) have been ready for some time now and ideally need to be transferred by the end if our financial year (March).
This information has been relayed to the Cricket Club on several occasions, however, there are no formal conclusions to report and no request for the funds to date.
APC remain concerned over the safety of play area users whilst a cricket match takes place if the nets are not installed before the start of the season.  
NH will check with APC insurance to see what liabilities APC need to be aware of and take appropriate action if necessary.


	424/0326
	Bus Shelter Project
Councillors previously agreed that a replacement bus shelter is required and CIL funds were suitable to be used.
It was agreed that a brick base would be a more sustainable material, with timber frame above. It must have a solid back wall to accommodate a notice board and partial enclosed frontage with the top half glass, The sides should also be glass and have a full length bench seating. The preferred roof would be tiled apex and be in keeping with the village.
There is funding available as advised from GCC
NH will do a quote proposal and circulate to 3 preferred local builders.
PF will send NH boundary map of bus shelter area. NH to investigate ownership of verge.


	425/0326
	Highways
TE reported that concerns have been raised by several residents regarding their reporting of Highways village road issues via FixMyStreet and that progress updates had suggested the problems had been fixed/resolved, when in fact they hadn’t. 
Councillors have a village site meeting scheduled with the Highways manager to address the issues above and also ongoing issues as per previous minutes. This will include Broad Street road conditions, Longridge Lane drainage issues and flood signage.
 

	426/0326
	Annual Parish Meeting
It was previously agreed that the APM would take place on Tuesday 14th April 2026. NH will send out invites and posters to local groups. APC chairman and the clerk will prepare reports for the meeting.

ASHLEWORTH PARISH MEETING
TUESDAY 14th APRIL 2026 7.30pm 
ASHLEWORTH MEMORIAL HALL

A chance for you to hear what is happening in your village today and what will be happening over the next 12 months.  All local Councillors will be present and available to discuss local, parish priorities. This is not a normal Council meeting but an opportunity to review past work and to explore future priorities in an open forum.
Come along and see how allocated CIL money has helped many village projects and bring any ideas that you may feel would benefit the village.

2027 will see an opening for a parish Councillor to join Ashleworth Parish Council, so please come and have an informal chat with us over drinks and nibbles.

Representatives from the main local groups and organisations are expected to be present to summarise their activities and events.

Please contact the Council Clerk if you want your group to be represented.
Refreshments will be available. 
ALL WELCOME


	427/0326
	CIL money allocations and financial balances.
As discussed in minute 424/0326, APC have agreed to allocate CIL funding towards the bus shelter project. Awaiting costs and will report findings at the next meeting.

NH reported on the financial status of CIL money received, CIL money spent, and CIL money allocated but not yet claimed.

Applications previously agreed but not yet requested by applicants.
a) Application from Ashleworth Cricket Club, Ashleworth Woodpeckers Youth Football, Ashleworth Show and Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club to build a new storage facility at The Woodpeckers Sports ground – £12,500
b) Application from PCC - Church Toilet Facilities - £10,000
c) Application from Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club for car park resurfacing - £20,000

CIL Bank Balance as at 1st January 2026   £51,679.89				
Balance after agreed amounts £9,179.89

It was also noted that there is a 5-year timeframe from when the Parish Council receive the CIL money and when it has to be spent. The current expiry date is April 2029.



	428/0326
	Finance: 
Documents circulated prior to meeting.
a) Financial statements – Agreed
b) Account for payments and receipts – Agreed
c) Bank Balances – Agreed

	Paid
	Item
	Expenditure
	Income
	Comment

	15/01/26
	N Hill Wage
	356.16
	
	Chq 771

	15/01/26
	N Hill Wage
	356.16
	
	Chq 772

	15/01/26
	N Hill Wage
	356.16
	
	Chq 773

	19/01/26
	Harry Cook
	360.00
	
	BACS

	26/01/26
	Woodies Rent
	
	50.00
	DD




	To Pay
	Amount
	Comment

	N Hill Feb wages
	356.16 
	Cheque774

	N Hill March wages
	356.16
	Cheque775

	Hall hire
	22.00
	Cheque773

	
	
	

	Cricket Nets
	3,000.00
	Awaiting confirmation




	
	Opening Balance as per statement 1st February
	65,992.45

	
	Less expenses 
	        0.00

	
	Add Income
	        0.00

	
	Closing Balance as per statement 28th February
	65,992.45


				
	· CIL Balance as at 28th February 2026 = £51,679.89 and held in Parish Councils current bank account.

	
	
	

	· Balance after agreed CIL amounts have been allocated = £9,179.89




	429/0326
	AOB
Planning:
a) 26/00161/FUL - Proposed single storey extensions to form orangery and kitchen/dining. No objections
b) 25/00050/FUL -  Demolition of existing commercial building, construction of 7 no. new build 2 and 3 bedroom homes and re-construction of existing cottage with associated landscaping and works. Refuse


	430/0326
	To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 12th May 2026– Agreed


	
	Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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