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Minutes of the Meeting of 12th May 2026

	Councillors Present
	In attendance

	             Tony Eardley (TE) Chairman
	Clerk: Nicky Hill (NH)

	             Paul Finch (PF) Vice Chairman
	Members of the public: 0

	             Aly Shayle (AS) 
	

	             Grant Elliott (GE)
	

	             
	



	431/0526
	Welcome from the Chairman
Please note that the council meeting will be preceded by ‘Public Question Time’ 

No members of the public present.


	432/0526
	Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2026-27 (in accordance with local council regulations)
Tony Eardley was duly elected as Chairman (proposed by GE and seconded by AS)
Paul Finch was elected as Vice Chairman (proposed by AS and seconded by GE)

	433/0526
	Apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Councilors Jill Smith, Paul McLain & James Joyce.


	434/0526
	Declaration of Interests.
TE declared an interest on minute 438/0526 he as he lives on the Green.

	435/0526
	To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting 10th March and exchange of backed up/updated APC files USB.
No amendments were necessary, and the minutes were agreed and signed. The Chairman and the Clerk exchanged the APC updated USB’s.


	436/0526
	Matters arising /review of actions from the last meeting not on the agenda.
None

	437/0526
	Reports from invited speakers on relevant items.

Councillor Paul McLain reported via email.
At the TBC Executive Committee Meeting held on 22 April 2026, it was agreed to undertake a Borough-wide Community Governance Review of parish arrangements.  The purpose of the review is to enable the Council to consider what, if any, changes are needed to parish governance arrangements - to ensure they reflect the identity and interests of local communities and are as effective and convenient as possible.  

 

While the last review was only undertaken some five years’ ago, the impact of new residential development in many areas (built/approved/projected) has led to population changes and shifts in ‘natural settlements’ and concerns that existing councillor numbers may not be sufficient to ensure efficient and effective representation of parishes. In this regard, the Borough Council has already received several requests/enquiries from parish councils for changes to parish arrangements (boundary revisions and increases in councillor numbers).

In addition, given the current local government reorganisation and a likely move to one or two unitary councils across Gloucestershire, it is vital for parish arrangements to be up-to-date and sound, as parish areas will be used as the building blocks for any new warding arrangements at unitary level (as part of the subsequent electoral review that will be undertaken by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England).

The review is now underway. The Terms of Reference set out the matters that can be considered under the Review (such as boundary alterations, warding, councillor numbers), the current advisory scale used to determine councillor numbers, and the overall Review timetable.  The Terms of Reference also set out the key considerations in formulating proposals - and any proposals for change should seek to ensure that future community governance arrangements will:
be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in your area; and
facilitate effective and convenient local government.

By way of background, as parish colleagues may have seen from the recent GALC briefing, the House of Lords voted in favour of a major amendment to the English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill that strengthens parish governance across England. While the government has opposed the amendment, its supporters continue to reinforce the importance of parish and town councils as the foundation of local democracy. The bill will now proceed to the Third Reading in the House of Lords before returning to the House of Commons for consideration of Lords' amendments.

The Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) provides the financial plan for the Council for the period 2027/28 – 2029/30. It sets out the expected level of funding available to support the delivery of services, the likely cost of providing those services, the growth in service budgets that will be necessary to meet additional demands and the gap that exists between the funding available and the cost of service delivery. The strategy concludes with the plans that the Council has to close that funding gap. Whilst it is anticipated that the Council will cease to exist from April 2028, this has not been formally confirmed and therefore the council must plan its medium-term financial future as if it was to continue as an independent organisation. Even with confirmation that the council will be abolished, the medium-term financial strategy will support the successor body in planning for the financial challenges it will face in its early years. The council could face a deficit in its base budget of £3.5m in the next 3 years. This is based upon a set of assumptions around funding that are uncertain but are the most likely given previous government announcements and consultations. The primary reductions are due to the government’s changes in business rate retention, meaning a projected 2.1m redistribution of TBC business rates away from the borough, cessation of the recycling credits initiative, new resource requirements being placed on the council such as Biodiversity Net Gain and the Renters Rights Act, additional inflationary pressures including the Iran and Ukraine wars. It is worth noting that a sustained 1% increase in projected inflation would cost the council an additional £207,000 per annum for each year that inflation remains higher than forecast. The additional cost is based on an increased cost of products and services, higher pay awards, partially offset by an increased income from fees and charges.

New GOV.UK guidance has been published to support neighbourhood planning, including practical advice on implementation, monitoring, and working with partners through memoranda of understanding. This will be particularly useful for councils with adopted neighbourhood plans looking to move into delivery.

From 1 April 2026, most planning appeals decided by written representations will follow a simpler and faster process, using only the evidence submitted at application stage. This change aims to speed up decisions and reinforce the importance of providing complete information upfront. Councils should be aware that opportunities to introduce new evidence at appeal stage will be limited, making early engagement and robust responses more important than ever.


	438/0526
	Village green and track registration – update.
TE had noted the potential conflict of interest with this item as he lives on the Green. 
PF reported on the challenges of getting a specialist solicitor to undertake the registration of the village green and track through Land Registry. PF suggested sending all the documentation to LR and engage with a solicitor when a suitable person had been found.
The councillors discussed the options and agreed to this way forward.


	439/0526
	Speed Issues – update
No updates for this meeting and will be kept on agenda for 2026.


	440/0526
	Bus Shelter Project - Update	
NH reported the findings that TBC were the land owners of the bus shelter area and should APC wish to replace the bus shelter, a licence from TBC would need to be obtained, The cost is £150+VAT. Councillors agreed to pay and apply for the licence.
Councillor Sarah Hands has sent through some information for grant funding towards the project.
NH will arrange for 3 quotes from local builders.
	

	441/0526
	Play Area Inspection
GE discussed the options for play area inspections moving forwards and relayed the advice from GPFA that Operational Inspections are recommended to be carried out every 6 months/annually and in conjunction with the routine Inspections. It was previously agreed that APC will have 6 monthly operational inspection and an annual safety inspection & GE will look into recommended companies and obtain prices.
GE produced a form that would be suitable as a tick box inspection for weekly/2 weekly checks. He noted that no one had come forward to help on a rota basis. TE suggested another advert in the WOSN and also contact the school to promote, GE noted that it would be a simple check form that could be submitted to the clerk in order to action any findings and to keep the recommended records on file, It was suggested to set up a WhatsApp group for rota and photo submission of check lists.


	442/0526
	Phone box Refurbishment
GE noted the leak in the phone box and will quote for repair and re paint.


	443/0526
	Insurance review/quotes
NH circulated the insurance review and quote from current provider Zurich (£790.80) along with 2 other quotes from Clear Council (1,024.98) & Gallagher (879.48). It was agreed that the Zurich quote is acceptable. NH will proceed with processing the renewal with Zurich.


	444/0526
	Annual inspection of assets
NH reported that monthly asset inspections checks have taken place including the monthly reporting of the AED checks and submitted to the reporting provider, The Circuit.


	445/0526
	Items for annual Review/adoption

 a. (updated) Standing Orders 2026
 b. (updated) Financial Regulations 2026
 c. Privacy notice
 d. Asset Register
 e. Risk Register
 f. Code of conduct

All of the above have been updated and circulated prior to the meeting. All agreed that the documents have been reviewed and subsequently adopted at this meeting. Documents can be inspected on the village website.


	446/0526
	Declaration of exemption from limited assurance review and confirmation that APC has met with the exemption criteria.
NH produced the AGAR 2025/26 form 2 Certificate of Exemption and explained this form is to be signed and returned to External Auditor for APC  to confirm itself as exempt from a limited assurance review, because the total gross income (£24,063.70) or total gross annual expenditure (£11,682.69) did not exceed £25,000.
NH will submit as requested.


	447/0526
	CIL money allocations and financial balances.
As discussed in minute 424/0326, APC have agreed to allocate CIL funding towards the bus shelter project, also discussed in minute 440/0526.

NH reported on the financial status of CIL money received, CIL money spent, and CIL money allocated but not yet claimed.

Applications previously agreed but not yet requested by applicants.
a) Application from Ashleworth Cricket Club, Ashleworth Woodpeckers Youth Football, Ashleworth Show and Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club to build a new storage facility at The Woodpeckers Sports ground – £12,500
b) Application from PCC - Church Toilet Facilities - £10,000
c) Application from Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club for car park resurfacing - £20,000

CIL Bank Balance as at 1st May 2026   £51,679.89				
Balance after agreed amounts £9,179.89

It was also noted that there is a 5-year timeframe from when the Parish Council receive the CIL money and when it has to be spent. The current expiry date is April 2029.



	448/0526
	Finance: 
Documents circulated prior to meeting.
a) Financial statements – Agreed
b) Account for payments and receipts – Agreed
c) Bank Balances – Agreed

	Paid
	Item
	Expenditure
	Income
	Comment

	28/04/26
	Precept
	
	10,000.00
	Bacs



	To Pay
	Amount
	Comment

	N Hill April wages
	356.16 
	Cheque777

	N Hill May wages
	356.16
	Cheque778

	Hall hire
	30.00
	Cheque779

	TBC License
	180.00
	Cheque780

	Annual Admin inc APM expenses
	168.00
	Cheque781

	Zurich Insurance 
	790.80
	Cheque782

	GALC (GAPTC) annual membership
	221.95
	Cheque783




	Opening Balance as per statement 1st April
	61,005.58

	Less expenses 
	        0.00

	Add Income
	10,000.00

	Closing Balance as per statement 30th April
	71,005.58




				
	· CIL Balance as at 30th April 2026 = £51,679.89 and held in Parish Councils current bank account.

	
	
	

	· Balance after agreed CIL amounts have been allocated = £9,179.89




	449/0526
	AOB
NH circulated an email received from Tewkesbury Borough Council. They have agreed to undertake a Borough-wide Community Governance Review of parish arrangements.  The purpose of the review is to enable the Council to consider what, if any, changes are needed to parish governance arrangements.
TE noted the awareness of the proposed reorganisation of local authorities and the likely increase in the number of Unitary Authorities, abolition of district and borough councillors, with associated changes to Parish Councils responsibilities.  However, we are not yet aware of what the likely changes to Parish Councils' responsibilities will be and, in that regard, find it hard to make any comments or suggestions as to what changes would be suitable for Ashleworth. We note that, because of population increases, Ashleworth may need to increase from 5 to 7 councillors and we would support that.
TE will draft a response to ask TBC to provide any further information about future likely changes to the responsibilities of Parish Councils, in order to formulate a constructive response.


	450/0526
	To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 14th July 2026– Agreed


	
	Meeting closed at 8.10pm
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