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Minutes of the Meeting of 8th September 2026

	Councillors Present
	In attendance

	             Tony Eardley (TE) Chairman
	Clerk: Nicky Hill (NH)

	             Paul Finch (PF) Vice Chairman
	Members of the public: 2

	             Aly Shayle (AS) 
	

	             James Joyce (JJ)
	

	             Councillor Paul McLain (PM)
	

	             Councillor Jill Smith (JS)
	

	             Sonia Way TBC (SW)
	



	451/0926
	Welcome from the Chairman
Please note that the council meeting will be preceded by ‘Public Question Time’ 
Member of the public remarked on the overgrown hedges on roadsides and potential of scratching vehicles. PF advised that contractors are only allowed to start from 1st September, which makes it a short window for all areas to be done before land becomes too wet for machinery, and that priority will be given to landowners in this instance. Contractors are currently working through the village and should be doing roadside hedges soon.


	452/0926
	Apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Councillor Grant Elliott.


	453/0926
	Declaration of Interests.
TE declared an interest on minute 457/0926 he as he lives on the Green.

	454/0926
	To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting 12th May and exchange of backed up/updated APC files USB.
No amendments were necessary, and the minutes were agreed and signed. The Chairman and the Clerk exchanged the APC updated USB’s.


	455/0926
	Matters arising /review of actions from the last meeting not on the agenda.
None

	456/0926
	Reports from invited speakers on relevant items.

Councillor Paul McLain & Councillor Jill Smith reported

In July, a Unitary Council for Gloucestershire was agreed. Yesterday there was a U-turn by the 
Government, and we are to stay as we are for the next few years. There will therefore be the normal Borough Elections for Councillors next year, but as yet we don’t know for how long. How we progress going forward, we have not been told at this stage. 
A lot of work has been going into the Strategic Local Plan for Cheltenham, Gloucester and 
Tewkesbury together. Tewkesbury was to be taking the lion's share of the required houses, as we 
have the land. We will await a decision on whether this work will continue together or separately. 
We all still need a 5-year land supply for housing. We are asked as a whole County to take 43 000 
houses by 2040. The National Planning Policy Forum sets out the planning legislation that all 
applications are judged against. This has been amended by the Government during the summer 
recess to make planning easier and quicker, with less local influence, to determine an application. 
Work has been done on a Tewkesbury Town Centre Masterplan and Design Guide, which sets out  
Tewkesbury's history and how this has been maintained and future aspirations for the Town. It will 
be on the TBC website and makes interesting reading. It is a good document going forward for the 
rest of the County to understand Tewkesbury as one of the smaller but important Towns in the 
County.

Sonia Way reported:
The Parish Council were eligible for a complimentary sandbox, sand and bags. PF noted that there is currently an amount of sand held in a bag for residents use with sandbags during times of flooding. Councillors discussed and agreed to an amenable placement of a sandbox and PF will provide details to SW with preferred location and delivery.
Further email to follow on Community Emergency Plan (CEP).


	457/0926
	Village green and track registration – update.
TE had noted the potential conflict of interest with this item as he lives on the Green. 
PF reported on the challenges of getting a specialist solicitor to undertake the registration of the village green and track through Land Registry. He will continue to search and will update at the next meeting.


	458/0926
	Speed Issues – update
No updates for this meeting and will be kept on agenda for 2026.


	459/0926
	Play Area
NH noted GPFA are having a Routine Playground Inspection Training Seminar - Tuesday 6 October 2026 and suggested someone from APC would benefit attending this course by keeping everything in house for future training of volunteers. As there has only been 1 volunteer come forward so far NH suggested APC may have to look into employing a local person to undertake some of the checks to keep in line with compliancy.
NH will attend the course and councillors agreed to pay the member discounted fee of £65.
NH noted that an operational inspection is due and will liaise with GE to get quotes. 
TE will continue to seek volunteers for the routine checks.


	460/0926
	Bus Shelter Project - Update	
Quotes are in the process of being obtained and NH currently is in receipt of 2. Councillors discussed materials that 1 of the builders has suggested and all agreed to his proposals as they were thoughtfully in keeping with the village.	


	461/0926
	Phone box Refurbishment
NH will request an update from GE and report at the next meeting.


	462/0926
	Planning Applications
26/00629/FUL – Replacement of existing stables, ancillary building & garage. Land Opposite Ashleworth Manor. No Objections
26/00639/FUL – Roof space conversion, conversion of outbuildings for ancillary residential use and conversion of outbuilding to home office – Green Farm. No Objections
Member of the public commented on the application via email and raised concerns at the volume of heavy machinery and potential obstruction of footpath. APC advised that during works, it would be expected to see increased use of machinery and that any footpath obstructions should be reported to Public Rights Of Way. APC will monitor.


	463/0926
	Review End of year Internal Audit Report
NH circulated the report prior to the meeting. The points were discussed, and the report can be found on the APC documents page on the village website.
TE & NH agreed to the report with the following comments:
APC adopt the following policies as per audit report.
 a IT Policy
 b. Data Protection Policy
 c. Data Document Retention Policy
 d. Data Audit
APC has changed the email address to comply with regulations. NH has actioned and advised TE to update the address in the WOSN.


	464/0926
	Items for annual Review/adoption
 a. IT Policy
 b. Data Protection Policy
 c. Data Document Retention Policy
 d. Data Audit

All of the above have been updated and circulated prior to the meeting. All agreed that the documents have been reviewed and subsequently adopted at this meeting. Documents can be inspected on the village website.


	465/0926
	Approve and sign Annual Governance statement
Each smaller authority is required by law:
• to prepare Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026 in the form required by proper practices using the relevant Annual Governance and Accountability Return forms
• to approve and publish the AGAR including the Accounting Statement 
• to provide for the exercise of public rights, as described
and
• to publish the AGAR, including the signed external auditor report, by 30 September 2026

Approved and signed by TE

	466/0926
	Approve and sign the Accounting Statement

Approved and signed by TE


	467/0926
	CIL money allocations and financial balances.
As discussed in minute 424/0326, APC have agreed to allocate CIL funding towards the bus shelter project, also discussed in minute 440/0526.

NH reported on the financial status of CIL money received, CIL money spent, and CIL money allocated but not yet claimed.

Applications previously agreed but not yet requested by applicants.
a) Application from Ashleworth Cricket Club, Ashleworth Woodpeckers Youth Football, Ashleworth Show and Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club to build a new storage facility at The Woodpeckers Sports ground – £12,500
b) Application from PCC - Church Toilet Facilities - £10,000
c) Application from Woodpeckers Sports & Social Club for car park resurfacing - £20,000

It was noted that a new storage facility at The Woodpeckers Sports ground had been completed and NH noted there has not been a request for the £12,500 allocated CIL funds to date. NH will liaise with the Club to action payment.

CIL Bank Balance as at 1st Sept 2026   £51,679.89				
Balance after agreed amounts £9,179.89

It was also noted that there is a 5-year timeframe from when the Parish Council receive the CIL money and when it has to be spent. The current expiry date is April 2029.



	468/0926
	Finance: 
Documents circulated prior to meeting.
a) Financial statements – Agreed
b) Account for payments and receipts – Agreed
c) Bank Balances – Agreed
d) New Lloyds Bank account - Update
All signatories have submitted applications and Lloyds Bank have confirmed this on the portal. NH will chase application as it is taking far longer than they have stated. NH will also look at other bank accounts as Lloyds communications have been frustrating.

	Paid
	Item
	Expenditure
	Income
	Comment

	16/07/26
	BACS
	712.32
	
	Wages May/June

	27/07/26
	BACS
	
	50.00
	Rent




	To Pay
	Amount
	Comment

	N Hill July wages
	356.16 
	Cheque 784

	N Hill Aug wages
	356.16
	Cheque 785

	Hall Hire
	22.00
	Cheque 786

	GRCC Membership
	25.00
	Cheque 787

	GPFA Membership
	50.00
	Cheque 788




	Opening Balance as per statement 1st July
	69,182.52

	Less expenses 
	    712.32       

	Add Income
	      50.00

	Closing Balance as per statement 31st Aug
	68,520.20


				
	· CIL Balance as at 31st August 2026 = £51,679.89 and held in Parish Councils current bank account.

	
	
	

	· Balance after agreed CIL amounts have been allocated = £9,179.89





	469/0926
	AOB
NH previously circulated an email received from Tewkesbury Borough Council. They have agreed to undertake a Borough-wide Community Governance Review of parish arrangements.  The purpose of the review is to enable the Council to consider what, if any, changes are needed to parish governance arrangements.
TE noted the awareness of the proposed reorganisation of local authorities and the likely increase in the number of Unitary Authorities, abolition of district and borough councillors, with associated changes to Parish Councils responsibilities.  However, we are not yet aware of what the likely changes to Parish Councils' responsibilities will be and, in that regard, find it hard to make any comments or suggestions as to what changes would be suitable for Ashleworth. We note that, because of population increases, Ashleworth may need to increase from 5 to 7 councillors and we would support that.
PM confirmed that at TBC Executive have agreed in principle of increasing Ashleworth PC's request for an increase of councillors from 5-7.
AS reported on the recent seminar SFRA & WCS Presentation to Parish Councils.
Parish Councils were asked to contribute local flood knowledge, records, photographs,
flood maps and details of historic flooding events and AS remarked that there was a very short window to submit any information. She did however document information on Longridge Lane and noted that there had not been any further information bought forward. SW reported that there is now an extension on the time to submit local information.
JJ noted the school closure and suggested the Parish Council expressed an interest in the future of the school. TE agreed and will seek further information.


	470/0926
	To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday10th November 2026– Agreed


	
	Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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